
 

 
 

2nd Sunday after Christmas:  
Ah! Another Year! 

 
5 January, 2020 

 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
Call to Worship 
 



One: Grace to you and peace in this new year.  
All: We will bless God who has blessed us in Christ  
with every spiritual blessing. 
One: In Christ we have obtained an inheritance. 
All: We have been redeemed as God’s own people.  
Praise be to God! 
 
*“Will You Come and See the Light”                    VU 96      
 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

One: Giving God, you have adopted us as your 
children, sisters and brothers of your beloved, Jesus 
Christ. Empower us to be holy and blameless 
witnesses to your glorious reign of peace and love now 
come into this world.  
All: Amen. 

 
PREPARING TO LISTEN : GATHER US IN MORE Voices 7 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH 31: 7-14 
 

For thus says the lord: Sing aloud with gladness for 
Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O lord, your 
people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to bring 
them from the land of the north, and gather them from 
the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind 
and the lame, those with child and those in labour, 
together; a great company, they shall return here. With 
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will 
lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I 
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my 
firstborn. Hear the word of the lord, O nations, and 
declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “he who 
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a 



 

 

shepherd a flock.” For the lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the lord, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the 
young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish 
again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the 
dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, 
and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the 
priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my bounty, says the lord. 

 
A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 1:10-18 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’”  From his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. 

One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 



LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“LIKE A ROCK”                                                                   MV 92 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
  In loving partnership we come, seeking, O God, your 

will to do. Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. (VU 603, v.1)  

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: As we offer these gifts, O God, 
All: May we follow the Way of Jesus with courage 

and faith. Amen.  
 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
*“A Light is Gleaming”                                          VU 82                   
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

One: Redeeming God, as we begin this new year, we 
remember how you have cared for us and comforted us 
by speaking your Love into being. Trusting in your 
faithfulness, we bring you our prayers for the world. 
 
We pray for your church in all its many forms, 
that it may speak to the needs of all the diverse people 
of the world. 
 
We pray for the world, that all might experience your 
love made flesh through justice and peace. 
 
We pray for those who suffer,  
that our care for them may be a new incarnation.  
 



 

 

We pray for your creation; make us healers of your 
earth. 
 
We commend into your hands those who have died  
and pray for those who now journey toward death that 
they may rest assured in your promises. 
 
One with Christ and sealed in the Holy Spirit, we praise 
and glorify your name, Holy One, now and always.  
 
All: Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION’ 
 
* “I am the Light of the World”                               VU 87     
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 

 

One: Bless the Lord with all your soul, and may the 
blessing of God be with you. 

 

* “Amen” VU 974 
  
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 



This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009);  

 
 
 


